
October 20, 2020 

Dear Members of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives: 

The undersigned members of the conservation, business, clean energy, clean water, environmental 
protection, and faith communities in Pennsylvania ask for your OPPOSITION to Senate Bill 619 (P.N. 
857 - Yaw). 

SB 619 is a dangerous bill that seeks to gut Pennsylvania’s Clean Streams Law by fundamentally 
changing the Clean Streams Law - enacted in 1937 to protect Pennsylvania’s abundant water resources - 
to exclude from its definition of “pollution” any “accidental discharge, spill or release that does not cause 
a violation of” a limited list of 15 water quality criteria, such as temperature, color, and bacteria. Senate 
Bill 619 also jettisons spill reporting requirements to the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission and the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection leaving our waters unprotected from serious 
pollution events. 

This bill makes it easier to pollute our waters in two ways: 

• First, by changing the definition of “pollution,” SB 619 would prevent state agencies from 
taking action against people who cause spills that threaten waterways, but don’t technically 
violate the specific numeric water quality criteria. This would allow many types of spills to go 
unpunished, including, for example, accidental discharges of oil, grease, scum, and floating 
materials and more toxic pollution like radioactive materials. 

• Second, SB 619 changes the requirements for reporting the newly-defined accidental 
discharges or spills, making them reportable to the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) only after the polluter determines whether it violates the numeric water 
quality standards. Currently, polluters are required to immediately notify state agencies and 
downstream water users as well as to immediately take action to prevent injury downstream. 

Not only will the majority of spills into PA waters go unpunished, they will go unreported and unstopped, 
and taxpayers will be left with the costs and consequences of the pollution.  

This is not hypothetical. On April 1, 2018 a truck crashed on Interstate 80 in Monroe County, spilling 
49,000 pounds of small plastic pellets (and trash and diesel) into Sand Spring Run, a tributary to Pocono 
Creek. The pellets were found in Pocono Creek up to four miles from the crash site. These pollutants 
(including pellets, trash, and diesel) do not violate any of the Chapter 93 numeric criteria (e.g., pH, 
temperature, dissolved oxygen), but are nevertheless clearly violative of Chapter 93’s narrative standard: 
“Water may not contain substances attributable to point or nonpoint source discharges in concentration or 
amounts sufficient to be inimical or harmful to the water uses to be protected or to human, animal, plant 
or aquatic life . . . .” Plastics such as this are a known hazard to aquatic life. Under the proposed definition 
in SB619, however, these 49,000 plastic pellets would not be considered “pollution”, the spill would not 
have been reported, and the state environmental agencies would have no enforcement action or legal 
recourse against the polluter.  

SB 619 eliminates critical safeguards in Pennsylvania’s Clean Streams Law that protect waterways 
from spills that harm the environment, public health, and property. Pennsylvania’s waters are an 
invaluable resource for drinking water and recreation, and bring significant economic value to the 
Commonwealth. We can’t afford the impact that redefining “pollution” and weaker protections would 
have on our water. We oppose this attempt to allow our waters to be polluted without recourse and 
without the knowledge to downstream communities or the DEP and the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission, both of which work hard to protect Pennsylvania’s water quality.  



SB 619 is simply not in the best interest of Pennsylvanians today and in the future. It erodes the 
very definition of water pollution and removes the responsibility of reporting spills to those who 
caused the spill. SB 619 only benefits polluters. We ask that you VOTE NO on SB 619. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or would like further information.  

 
Sincerely,  

 

Jacquelyn Bonomo, President & CEO  Louise Troutman, Executive Director 

PennFuture     Pocono Heritage Land Trust 

 

Kimberly Witt, MidAtlantic Policy Manager Diane Rosencrance, Executive Director 

Appalachian Mountain Club   Delaware Highlands Conservancy 

 

Bill Reichert, President    Michael T. Sellers, Esq., President 

Schuylkill Headwaters Association  Newtown Creek Coalition 

 

Ross Lance Mitchell, Executive Director Joy Bergey, Director, Environmental Justice Center 

Glen Foerd on the Delaware   Chestnut Hill United Church of Philadelphia 

 

Tracey DePasquale, Director   William H. Eckert, President 

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in PA  NWPA Chapter – Trout Unlimited 

 

Shannon Gority, PA Executive Director  Joseph Minott, Executive Director & Chief Counsel 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation   Clean Air Council 

 

Victoria Laubach, Executive Director  Sue Muraski, President 

Green Valleys Watershed Association  Presque Isle Aubudon Society 

 

 



Chris Mendel, Executive Director  Jim Vogt, President 

Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust  Aquashicola/ Pohopoco Watershed Conservancy  

 

Brook Lenker, Executive Director  Elizabeth Koniers Brown, Director, DRW Program 

FracTracker Alliance    Audubon MidAtlantic 

 

John Vanco, Chair    Peter Hughes, President 

ECD Environmental Caucus   Valley Forge Chapter – Trout Unlimited 

 

Janice Etchison, Treasurer   Sr. Anne McCartney, OSB 

Our Water Our Air Our Rights, Erie  Benedictines for Peace of Erie, PA 
 
 

Katie Blume, Political Director   Amy Bruckner, Secretary 

Conservation Voters of Pennsylvania  Guardians of the Brandywine 

 

Tom Torres, Director    Steve Chuckra, President 

Sierra Club – PA Chapter   Lehigh River Stocking Association 

 

Michael Gondell, President   Ted Evgeniadis, Executive Director / Riverkeeper 

Western Pocono Chapter – Trout Unlimited Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association 

 

Stacy Carr-Poole, Executive Director  Stefanie Kroll, Director of Project Science 

Bucks County Audubon Society   Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University 

 

Leigh Altadonna, Ed.D, President  Halle van Der Gaag, Sr. Manager, PA & DE Programs 

Wyncote Audubon Society   National Parks Conservation Association 

 



Vivian Stockman, Executive Director  Karen Feridun, Founder 

OVEC – Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition Berks Gas Truth 

 

Karen Feridun, Co-Founder   Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis, Executive Director 

Better Path Coalition    Women for a Healthy Environment 

 

Matthew Mehalik, Ph.D., Executive Director Eric Schaeffer, Executive Director 

Breathe Project     Environmental Integrity Project 

 

Veronica Coptis, Executive Director  Abha A. Saini, Chair 

Center for Coalfield Justice   The Climate Reality Project: PHL & SEPA 

 

Gail Murray, Communications Liaison  Nora Johnson, Secretary 

Communities First – Sewickley Valley  Beaver County MAC 

 

David Masur, Executive Director   Sandy Field, Chair 

PennEnvironment    The Climate Reality Project: Susquehanna Valley PA 

  

Steve Hvozdovich, PA Campaigns Director  Kate Fissell, Steering Committee Member 

Clean Water Action    350 Pittsburgh 

 

Phoebe Shackeroff Reese, Co-Chair  Gillian Graber, Executive Director 

The Climate Reality Project: PGH & SWPA  Protect PT 

 

Robert Hughes, Executive Director     

Eastern PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation 

 



Abel Olivo, Executive Director 

Defensores de la Cuenca / Defenders of the Chesapeake Bay 

 


