
HYDROGEN HUBS
POLICY BRIEF



W H A T  I S  H Y D R O G E N ?

HYDROGEN
Has been proposed as a "cleaner" substitute for
methane (fracked gas)
Can be formed from different production
processes, some of which are much cleaner
than others
Can be created from the process of electrolysis,
but the electricity source used determines its
cleanliness
Used as an energy source for hard-to-
decarbonize, heavy industries



W H A T  I S  H Y D R O G E N ?

G R E E N  H Y D R O G E N :

H y d r o g e n  p r o d u c e d  u s i n g  r e n e w a b l e ,  c a r b o n - f r e e

e l e c t r i c i t y .

 

 

B L U E  H Y D R O G E N

H y d r o g e n  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  f r a c k e d  g a s  a n d  a s s u m e d l y

s u p p o r t e d  b y  c a r b o n  c a p t u r e  a n d  s t o r a g e  ( C C S )  t e c h n o l o g y .

 

 

G R A Y  H Y D R O G E N

H y d r o g e n  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  f r a c k e d  g a s  a n d  o t h e r  f o s s i l  f u e l s .

T Y P E S  O F  H Y D R O G E N



P R O B L E M S  W I T H  H Y D R O G E N

48-77%
S U C C E S S  R A T E  O F  C A R B O N  C A P T U R E

Carbon capture remains too
expensive at the necessary scale for
blue hydrogen production.
Blue hydrogen production will
continue subsidizing polluting fossil
fuels. Fracked gas will never be a
"clean" energy source.
 Markets for hydrogen  use are also
problematic and polluting- such as 
 petrochemical processing and
fertilizer manufacturing.

S C O P E  O F  T H E  P R O B L E M



H Y D R O G E N  H U B S  P R O P O S A L S

$8 BILLION
I N  F U N D I N G  F R O M  T H E  B I D E N

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ’ S  2 0 2 1
B I P A R T I S A N  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

L A W  F O R  A T  L E A S T  F O U R
R E G I O N A L  “ H Y D R O G E N  H U B S ”

PA is in the process of

applying for funding to site

one of these hubs in our state.

There are other hydrogen

facilities proposed across the

Commonwealth. 

W H E R E  D O E S  T H E  I S S U E  S T A N D  N O W ?



H Y D R O G E N  H U B S

WHAT THE OPPOSITION SAYS
H y d r o g e n  h u b s  a r e  a l l o w  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  f o s s i l  f u e l s  t o

k e e p  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y  d r a g g i n g  a l o n g .

T h e  h u b s  a r e  t o u t e d  a s  p r o d u c i n g  " c l e a n "  e n e r g y ,

c r e a t i n g  j o b s ,  a n d  d e c a r b o n i z i n g  h e a v y  i n d u s t r y .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  h u b s  d i m i n i s h  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  t r u e

r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t .

H y d r o g e n  s t o r a g e  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  i s  d a n g e r o u s  a n d

i n v o l v e s  a  h i g h  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  l e a k s .

W H Y  H Y D R O G E N  H U B S  A R E  B E I N G  P R O M O T E D



M O V I N G  F O R W A R D

RECOMMENDATIONS

PA must develop

true renewable

energy policies and

grid modernization

efforts.

PA should remove

fossil fuel subsidies,

including fracked

gas used for blue

hydrogen.

PA must prioritize

environmental and

energy justice in its

investments and

projects.
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