
AN OPEN LETTER FROM THE FAITH COMMUNITY TO SUPPORT DEP’S RULE 
TO REDUCE MERCURY BY 90 PERCENT 
 

May 1, 2006 
 
Dear Member of the Pennsylvania General Assembly: 
 
We are writing as executives, leaders, and individuals within the faith community in Pennsylvania to 
ask that you OPPOSE House Bill 2610 and Senate Bill 1201, both named the “Clean Air Mercury 
Compliance Act,” and instead support the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s 
proposed mercury rule. 
  
The bills would prevent the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania from enacting a mercury rule that is 
more stringent than a federal rule (the Clean Air Mercury Rule) that 14 states (including 
Pennsylvania), many public interest groups, and four Native American tribes have found to be 
inadequate to protect the health and safety of hundreds of thousands of Americans.  
 
Pennsylvania is home to many aging coal-fired power plants that generate high levels of mercury 
pollution, creating “hot spots” of mercury contamination at and around these facilities.  We 
understand that Pennsylvania's power plants released more mercury into the air in 2004 than all but 
one other state (Texas), and that they are responsible for 83 percent of the state’s mercury emissions.  
The trading system proposed in the federal rule means that the situation in Pennsylvania could 
remain unchanged—Pennsylvania facilities could continue to pollute at their current high levels by 
purchasing credits from facilities elsewhere that have surpassed the federal mercury standard.  Also 
of concern is that the federal rule would delay significant action for two decades1, a delay that is 
unconscionable in light of what we know about the harmful effects of mercury.  
 
It has long been known that mercury contamination threatens the health of all citizens, but we 
understand that the risk is greatest for some of our most vulnerable citizens, particularly expecting 
mothers and children.  The impacts on babies and young children are especially profound.  Child 
welfare colleagues have said that exposure to even small amounts of mercury can affect the way 
children learn, think, memorize and behave, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
estimates that the mercury level in one of every six women of child-bearing age is unsafe for a 
developing child.  We cannot afford to risk the health of our mothers and children. 
 
Mercury pollution also affects our recreational and fishing industries.  Mercury levels are so high that 
the state has issued warnings concerning consumption of fish from Pennsylvania’s rivers and 
streams, urging people—particularly women and children—to avoid or dramatically limit their 
consumption. 
   
Psalm 24 says:  “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it…”  
These words are a reminder and a call to all who believe that the earth—this magnificent creation—
does not belong to us, but to God.  As humans, created in God’s image and who share this fragile 
planet with all of God’s creation, we bear responsibility for its stewardship.  The earth is not ours—
we are merely caretakers, charged by God to preserve its beauty and ensure its sustainability. 
                                                 
1 A review of the rule by the Congressional Research Service finds that though 70% reduction is required by 2018, it 
won’t take effect until 2030—and then only 70% overall. 
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We believe that in a healthy society, the well being of all is a priority.  We believe that we are to love 
God and to love our neighbors.  Healthy persons and communities grow and flourish when society 
creates a safe environment that does not pose risks for any of its members. 
   
Pennsylvania needs a state-specific mercury rule, and we need it now.  The “Clean Air 
Mercury Compliance Act” is harmful legislation that will put more Pennsylvania infants at risk of 
brain damage.  We urge you to OPPOSE H.B. 2610 and S.B. 1201 and to support DEP’s proposed 
mercury rule—a rule that would have a real impact on mercury levels in Pennsylvania. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Carol R. Allen 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Ivyland  
 
Ellwood Allen 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Ivyland 
 
Irene Appleyard 
Market Square Presbyterian Church 
Harrisburg 
 
Sr. Roberta Archibald 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
James Ballengee 
Chairman of the Board, 
Neighborhood Interfaith Movement 
Unitarian Society of Germantown 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Mary Barrar, SSJ 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
Flourtown 
 
Sr. Donna Marie Beck CSJ 
Pittsburgh 
 
Dorris V. Beechwood 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Huntingdon Valley 
 
Jane Benge 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 

 
Joy Bergey, Executive Director 
The Center for the Celebration of Creation 
Laverock 
 
Sister Miriam Bernard 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Albert Bixler 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
David Bond 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Blue Bell 
 
Susan L. Bond 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Blue Bell 
 
Rev. Dr. Bruce P. Bouchard, Pastor 
Grace United Church of Christ 
Chair, Public Advocacy Action Team of 
the Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
Hanover 
 
Sr. Peg Boyle, SSJ  
Sisters of Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 
 
Donna Burkhart 
United Methodist 
Erie 
 
Alvin W. Bumford 
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Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Ivyland 
Rosemary Burke 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Diane Cauley, CSJ.   
Sisters of St. Joseph from Baden 
Ambridge 
 
Leslie Cheeseman 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Rev. Catrina Ciccone 
Lutheran (ELCA) 
Lewisburg 
 
Sr. Mary Elizabeth Clark, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Rydal 
 
Sr. Kathleen Coll, SSJ 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Rev. Dr. Marja L. Coons-Torn 
Conference Minister 
Penn Central Conference 
United Church of Christ 
Harrisburg  
 
Sr. Mary E. Corbett, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph, Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Marguerite Coyne 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Baden 
 
Scott Craig 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
The Rt. Rev. Michael W. Creighton 
Bishop, Diocese of Central PA 
The Episcopal Church 
Harrisburg 

David Cunning 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Carol Diffenbaugh 
Assistant Director  
Discovery Place Resource Center of the 
Central PA Conference of the United 
Methodist Church 
Mechanicsburg  
 
Jeanne Ditsche 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Warminster 
 
Robert C. Ditsche 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Warminster 
 
Deborah Donnelly 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Lafayette Hill 
 
Sr. Regina Dougherty, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph,   
Conshohocken 
 
Deborah Doyle 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Kathleen Duffy 
Sisters of St. Joseph  
Rydal 
 
Mary Duncan 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Feasterville 
 
Catherine Ferdinand 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Warminster  
 
William Ferdinand 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Warminster 
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Sr. Mary Fineran, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Rev. Clyde Flaherty, Pastor 
Elam United Methodist Church 
Glen Mills 
 
Marianne Fluehr 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Wyndmoor 
 
Mary C. Foster 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Rev. Burton Froom (retired) 
Summit Presbyterian Church 
Philadelphia 
 
M. Treacy Gallagher 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Erdenheim 
 
Mark J. Gallagher 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Erdenheim 
 
Nancy K. Garrett 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Southampton 
 
Aubrey Gemmel 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Jenkintown  
 
Eileen Gemmel 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Jenkintown 
 
Paul Gordon 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Glenside 
 

Rev. Dr. Donald B. Green 
Executive Director 
Christian Associates of Southwest 
Pennsylvania 
Pittsburgh  
 
Sr. Win Grelis, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Daniel T. Guest 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia  
 
Rev. Richard Guhl, Pastor 
St. John's United Church of Christ 
Coopersburg 
 
Gwendolyn S. Gutekunst 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Hatboro 
 
Barbara Haig 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Fort Washington 
 
Rev. Gary L. Harke 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
Harrisburg 
 
Grace Hartman 
United Methodist  
Grove City 
 
George Herold 
First United Methodist Church of 
Germantown 
Philadelphia 
 
June House 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Warminster 
 
Sr. Barbara Ann Johnston   
Sister of St. Joseph of Baden, PA 
New Castle 
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Philip H. Jones 
Chestnut Hill Friends Meeting 
Abington  
 
Gay G. Johnson 
Germantown Monthly Meeting 
Philadelphia 
 
Natasha Kassell-Osborne 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Judith Kauffman 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Yardley 
 
Richard S. Kauffman, Interim Pastor 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Yardley 
 
Rev. K. Joy Kaufmann 
General Presbyter 
Huntingdon Presbytery 
Bellwood  
 
Sr. S. Rita Therese Kehoe, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Sandy Kiefer, CSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph, Baden, PA 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Allegheny County 
 
Sr. S. Regina C. Kropp, SSJ 
Sherrystown 
 
Elizabeth H. Kury 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Harrisburg 
 
Martha Labonoski 
Ivyland Presbyterian Church 
Ivyland 
 
Sr. Jean Laurich, SSJ 
Norwood Fontbonne Academy 
Philadelphia 

Milton Leake 
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church 
York 
 
Rev. Dr. Bill Levering, Pastor 
Summit Presbyterian Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Kyle J. Lewis 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Willie D. Little 
First United Methodist Church of 
Germantown 
Philadelphia 
 
Dieter Littles 
First Presbyterian Church of Germantown 
Philadelphia 
 
Elizabeth J. Logue 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Blue Bell 
 
James F. Logue, Sr. 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Blue Bell 
 
Jen Lott 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Bishop A. Donald Main 
Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA 
Lewisburg 
 
Sister Mary Catherine Manley, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Katherine Marsh 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Media 
 
Diana S. Marshall 
Episcopal 
Bethlehem 
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Sr. John Bernardine Mattingly, SSJ 
Flourtown 
 
Susan J. May 
District Superintendent 
Southeast District, Eastern PA District 
United Methodist Church 
West Chester 
 
Douglas J. McClure 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
North Wales 
 
Bishop Donald J. McCoid 
Southwestern PA Synod, ELCA 
Pittsburgh  
 
Catherine McConnell, SSJ 
Sister of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Anne McCoy, SSJ 
Sister of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Josephine McDonald  
Sisters of the Immaculate Heart Religious 
Community 
Bryn Mawr  
 
Sr. Cathy McGowan, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Margaret Mary McLaughlin, SSJ 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Patricia Mensing 
Sisters of St. Joseph, Philadelphia 
Plymouth Meeting 
 
Jacob M. Miller 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Jennifer Moore 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 

Bishop Susan M. Morrison 
Wyoming Conference, United 
Methodist Church (includes NE PA) 
Albany, NY 
 
Rev. Jay Newlin, Pastor 
Jenkintown United Methodist Church 
Jenkintown 
 
Rev. Linda Noonan, Co-pastor 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Patricia O'Donnell SSJ  
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia  
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Mary Parks, CSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Pittsburgh 
 
Sr. Meaghan Patterson, SSJ 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill 
Philadelphia 
 
Patricia Pearce 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Kim S. Phipps, President 
Messiah College 
Grantham 
 
Sr. Pauline S. Plefka, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Chestnut Hill 
Plymouth Meeting 
 
Rev. Bette J. Poe 
Superintendent, Scranton District 
Wyoming Annual Conference 
The United Methodist Church 
Scranton  
 
Sr. Ellen Poist, SSJ 
Sisters of St. Joseph   
Chestnut Hill 
Philadelphia, PA 
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Kane Pride 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Kimberly Pride 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Sister Mary Cabrini Procopio 
Felician Sisters of Pennsylvania 
Coraopolis  
 
Leslie H. Rector  
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Teresa Rodgers 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 
 
David Rosenberg 
Jewish 
Philadelphia 
 
Erika V. Saunders 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Terry Shields, MSHR 
The Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary 
Bryn Mawr 
 
Martha E. Shifflett 
Market Square Presbyterian Church 
Harrisburg 
 
Burt Siegel 
Jewish 
Cheltenham 
 
Daniel H. Smith 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Jenkintown 
 
Karen L. Smith  
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 

Sr. Mary Alice Snyder 
Sisters of Saint Joseph, and Registered 
Dietitian (RD) 
Philadelphia 
 
Rabbi George Stern, Executive Director 
Neighborhood Interfaith Movement 
Philadelphia 
 
Rev. Sandra L. Strauss 
Director of Public Advocacy 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
Harrisburg 
 
Sr. Lyn Szymkiewics, csj 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Pittsburgh 
 
Nyesha Taliaferro 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Rev. Hal Taussig, Co-pastor 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia 
 
Rabbi David Teutsch 
Director, Center for Jewish Ethics, 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
Philadelphia 
 
Jennifer Thompson 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Glenside 
 
Pastor Arnold Tiemeyer 
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry of PA 
Harrisburg  
 
E. J. Trayes 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Wyncote 
 
Mary Trayes 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Wyncote 
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The Rev. Dr. David True 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Assistant Professor of Religious Studies 
Chair, Department of Philosophy & 
Religion 
Wilson College 
Chambersburg  
 
Sr. Dorothy Urban, SSJ 
Sisters of Saint Joseph, Philadelphia 
Cheltenham 
  
Benn M. Wagman 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Ambler 
 
Rabbi Arthur Waskow, Executive Director 
The Shalom Center 
Philadelphia 
 
Judy Weinstein 
Congregation Mishkan Shalom 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Eileen White, GNSH 
Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart  
Leadership Council Member  
Roslyn 
 
Eric Wilden, Development Director 
Neighborhood Interfaith Movement 
Philadelphia 
 
Beth Wolff 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Lansdale 
 
Jake Wolff 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Lansdale 
 
Judd Wolff 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Lansdale 
 
Gerald D. Wright 
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 
Philadelphia 

James Wyatt 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Glenside 
 
Suzanne Wyatt 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Glenside 
 
Jason Yaffe 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church 
Glenside 
 
Mary Lou Zimmerman 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
Broomall 
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